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LABLAUI META DESIGN

For LAb[au], the Brussels-based interactivity specialists, ur-

ban space and the structures that define it have become fluid.
Communication and relationships have replaced bricks and mor-
tar as defining structural features, and the resulting projects -
where pixels move from the screen into the real world, walls and
furniture respond dynamically to the environment, and where
fish-communication is channelled into signals we can see and
hear — are startling.

“The technological developments of the past thirty years have
given rise to a major shift from the industrial to the post-indus-
trial information society,” says Els Vermang, one of the group’s
four members, “units of information increasingly define our no-
tions of body, matter, space and time.” Now its new technologies,
she explains, that are the biggest influence on both the spaces we
inhabit and how our lives are organised within those spaces.

— SATURDAY 12:00-19:00
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Mastermundo 2007 alumni confirmed so far: Arjan

Dingsté (Senior Architect UN Studio), Jeroen van Erp
(Head of Creative & Design Fabrigue Design & Communica-

tion?,; Fons Schiedon (Designer-ArtisisDirector’.
Workshop in movementslecture, for details see Friday
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LABLAUI META DESIGN

LAb[au]’s response to the shift? To develop a creative approach
that collapses normal urban, architectural and personal space.
They foster fluidity between technology, structures and people
in their varied projects based on what they call ‘MetaDeSIGN’,
an approach that can be corralled into one discipline, but is
informed by many. It's neither architecture, nor art, nor theory,
but has elements of all these things. Vermang, an architecture
graduate who'’s been with the collective since 2003, describes
their creative approach as “a transdisciplinary and collaborative
methodology that examines the transformation of architecture,
art and design. Metadesign displays the theme of space and time
relative to information processes — architecture as a code.”

~ PROGRAMME SATURDAY 19:00-20:00
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LABLAUT META DESIGH

The LAb[au] collective applies MetaDeSIGN to projects in build-
ings, public spaces and galleries, as a collective and often in col-
laboration with other artists and designers. Some of their projects
are architecturally orientated, like the Dexia Towers, but many
have nothing to do with buildings at all in a traditional sense. All
of their projects however, use technology to explore the new spa-
tial relationships that have sprung up with technological develop-
ment, and all nod simultaneously toward computer science, cogni-
tive science and Bauhaus.

A good example of such a project is Pixflow#2, is a generative
artwork showing a vector field and moving particles/pixels shap-
ing into flows as their density evolves. From the mutual influence
in between vectors and particles results an unsuspected, highly
evolving behavior. PixFlow #2 is running on an ‘art-console’,
crafted by LAb[au], a T-shaped Plexiglas box, integrating 4

— SATURDAY 20:00-21:00

companied him at the performance and after an amazing
concert they joined the band. The music is subdued and
mellow folk pop, with a little piano, violim. acoustic
guitar and atmospheric vocals, all carefully squeezed
through a lo-fi filter.

Seabear started as a one man (Sindri Mar Sigflsson)
project and then turnmed into a seven member band. When
never performed his songs live. Some of his friends ac—

Sindri was asked to open for The Books in Berlin he
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LABLAU] META DESIGN

stripped screens and 4 networked computers. Four flash-cards
containing operating system and executable file, can be easily
swapped with other cards, containing future, generative art-
works of LAb[au]. The console can be wall mounted, placed hori-
zontal on a desk or on the ground, or standing vertical.

TodaysArt will also feature LAb[au]’s kinetic screens, called
16n_ £553. The system gives pixel information a real world,
spatial presence. Data sent to the screens is reinterpreted into
3D-patterns of flickering movement across 125 cells, each of
which can spin and twist in multiple ways to form simple char-
acters and symbols or complex patterns. Motion sensors track
and log information about the environment, like someone walk-
ing past, as binary data that is transposed immediately into
3D-animated displays. The complete project will be made up of
five ‘frameworks’, which combine to become a ten-metre-long

- PROGRAMHE SATURDAY 21:00-22:00
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META DESIGN
also featured at TodaysArt. In

derick De Wilde, LAb[au] will set up
in the tanks and converted into

in to a world we would never normal-

. Listeners can eavesdrop on a species that perfected
ions of years before we d

ignals of a particular species of fish

]
re
that communicates with electrical signals. The low-voltage sig-

project

perceive
electronic communication mill

But it’s the presence of fish rather than people that drives

piece: a wall that reacts to the presence of people.

nals are picked up by antennas
sound, allowing us to tune-

ly

LAb[au]’s ‘EODO02fish’
collaboration with artist F
an installation to reveal the s
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